RELATIVES FIGHT 
FOR MONEY LEFT 
BY CHARLIE PARKER 


MYRA HARRIS: 
Talented Chicago coed 
will tour Europe with 
integrated drama group 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Rights Commission Schedules Miss. Hearings 

The Civil Rights Commission will hold public 
hearings shortly in Mississippi to probe vote viola- 
tions in some eight counties, it was disclosed in 
Washington. Commission representatives now are 
interviewing scores of Negroes in the state. 

Investigation of conditions in Mississippi was 
urged following reports of a new outbreak of “an 
economic squeeze” against Negro leaders. A vote 
school in Mount Bayou was forced to close. 

Meanwhile, the Delta’s two leaders, Amzie Moore 
and C. M. Watson, faced the loss of their businesses 
as a result of a ban on bank credit for militant Ne- 
groes. A gasoline station owned by Moore, an 
NAACP prexy in Cleveland, is in danger of being 
foreclosed, while Watson, a laundry owner who ap- 
pealed to the White House to save his contracts with 
the Greenville Air Force Base, may lose his property 
at an auction. Watson added some $300,000 worth of 
equipment to handle the Federal contracts, only to 
learn that he had lost them. 
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While Police (with hounds) hold mob at bay, Mrs. George Ray- secre 

field and daughter, Geraldine (r.), survey damaged window. beca 

Negro Family Moves In White, Del. Suburb, Jeered HDi 

In Wilmington, Del., the Negro George Rayfield family ot 

moved into a $12,000 home in the all-white suburb of Col- in 

lins Park and touched off several outbreaks in which two ~~ A 

women were injured, one of them bitten by one of four ing 

dogs police brought in. Though jeered by a stone-throw- feti 

ing mob of 300, the Rayfields received some encourage- Amb 

ment from a white woman who lives three doors away. Mrs 

“She came to us soon after we arrived,” Mrs. Rayfield said, (dl a 

“welcomed us and said she was in favor of us being here.” none 

Snubbed ‘Spanish’ Woman Sues Ill. Cafe Boss tha 

A Du Page County, Ill., restaurant manager was ar- gra’ 

rested on a warrant charging he refused to serve a woman hon 

of Spanish descent because he believed she was a Negro. song 

Mrs. Anita Mendoza, 42, who said she was born in El Paso, in f 

Texas, of a Spanish father and a Mexican mother, said bre 

Dennis Slowe, manager of the Roessler restaurant, told flew 

her that the restaurant does not serve Negroes. A waitress occa 

told her she could only be served coffee in a paper cup. — 
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Miss. Medic’s Wife Dies After Detroit Suicide Try 

The wife of a Clarksdale, Miss., physician, Mrs. Luther 
McCaskill, who had been living with her mother for the 
last four months, died in Detroit’s Receiving Hospital 
after swallowing a number of pills in a suicide attempt. 
Mrs. McCaskill was found on the basement floor of the 
home of her mother, Mrs. Nazarene Holiday. Police said 
she had previously attempted suicide. 









Kansas City, Mo., Negroes Cancel Anti-Bias Rally 

A scheduled mass demonstration by Negroes in protest 
against discrimination in five Kansas City, Mo., down- 
town department store restaurants was canceled after 
three of the stores agreed to change their policies. The 
demonstration in the form of a mass walk had been 
organized by the Community Committee for Social Action. 








Illinois Young GOPs Elect Chicago Teacher Secretary 

William R. Stewart, Chicago schoolteacher, was elected 
secretary of the Illinois State Young Republicans and 
became the first Negro chosen for the position. 








WM Diplomatic 


“4 Pause: Follow- 
70 ing her appear- 
ur ance at a Wash- 
. ington party 
e- feting Israeli 


y Ambassador and 
d. Mrs. Abba Eban 
wy (1. and r.), sing- 
% er-actress Ear- 
tha Kitt is con- 
-_ gratulated by 


in honorees for 
O. song renditions 
O, in faultless He- 


id brew. Eartha 
d flew to D. C. for 
occasion. 





































Wi Kick In Time: Saved 
from his blazing home in 
Huntington, W. Va., 
after Charles Douglas 
kicked him out of a win- 
dow, Rodney Cochran, 3, 
stares somberly from 
arms of his rescuer. Rod- 
ney, alone in house with 
his sister, age 4, touched 
off blaze when he at- 
tempted to light a sun 
parlor stove with a pa- 
per torch. 





Ark. Bill To OK Teaching Of Evolution Killed 

The Arkansas House of Representatives has forced the 
withdrawal of a bill aimed at repealing a state law against 
the teaching of Charles R. Darwin’s theories on evolution. 
Commenting on the action, Ralph McGill, editor of the 
Atlanta Constitution, said: “Thus, in a day when there 
are earth satellites in orbit about the moon, when nuclear- 
powered ships travel beneath the ice of the North Pole, 
and jets fly above it, does Arkansas stab science and 
academic freedom to death with the knife of fear.” 


Was Ousted From Justice Dept. Says NAACP Member 

A former assistant U. S. attorney, Derrick A. Bell, who 
resigned to become executive secretary of the Pittsburgh 
branch of the NAACP, charged he was forced to quit his 
post in Washington, D. C., “because he was a card carry- 
ing member of the NAACP.” Atty. Bell’s charges were 
immediately denied by Wilson H. Whyte, assistant at- 
torney general in charge of the civil rights section who 
said “Bell was welcome to remain in the Justice Depart- 
ment. We don’t bar NAACP members.” 
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WFrustrated 
Cook: His finger 
caught in an au- 
tomatic mixer 
while making 
cookie frosting 
the previous 
night, Raymond 
Bachman, 12, of 
Waterloo, Iowa, 
has obvious mis- 
givings about 
Patrolman Gay- 
lord Tonrey’s 
rescue try with , 
cable cutter. } 


Pittsburgh Man Awarded $63,000 In Injury Suit 
A 59-year-old Pittsburgh man, Lawther C. Crawley, was 
awarded $63,000 to settle a damage suit growing out of a 
June 1955 accident in which his legs were crushed and his 
wife, Eva, 53, was killed when a tractor-trailer owned by 
Swist Homes, Inc. of Elizabeth, Pa., crashed into the rear 
of their car. 
New Arkansas Bill Would Make Faubus A Dictator 
An Arkansas legislator, in apparent resentment to a bill 
which would give Gov. Orval Faubus control of the Little 
Rock School Board, proposed another bill which would 
make him a dictator. State Rep. Gayle Windsor of Little 
Rock proposed a Constitutional amendment which would 
abolish the Legislature and the courts, and transfer their 
duties to the governor’s office. 
Negro Population Outgrowing Whites In Chicago 
Each year the Chicago population increases by 31,000 
Negroes and decreases by 15,000 whites, according to fig- 
ures released by the city’s Urban League. The report says 
that annually there are 14,000 more births than deaths 
in the Negro community and 17,000 Negroes move into 
Chicago from other states. 






































Wo Inspection 
For Inspector: 
Honored by the 
North Philadel- 
phia Civic Com- 
mittee for his 
professional and 
civic contribu- 
tions, Police In- 
spector Allen B. 
Ballard holds 
‘*‘Man of the 
Year” plaque for 
approving in- 
spection of son, 
Forrest, daugh- 
ter-in-law, Har- 
riet. 





Fewer Negroes Leaving South, Says Fla. Sociologist 

The current trend for southern Negroes is increased 
movement from rural to urban areas, as opposed to move- 
ment to other parts of the country, says Florida State Uni- 
versity sociologist Dr. Charles M. Grigg. Because of in- 
creased industrialization, Dr. Grigg said many Negroes 
are grasping the economic opportunities and putting up 
with the segregation pattern. As late as 1950, southern 
people—especially Negroes—were among the “movingest,” 
going to other parts of the country. 


Chicago Housing Project To Be Named For Negro 

One of Chicago’s three new public housing projects was 
named in honor of a Negro, the late Robert R. Taylor, 
former director of the private Michigan Blvd. Garden 
(Rosenwald) Apartments and one-time chairman of the 
Chicago Housing Authority. The two other CHA projects 
were named for Clarence Darrow, late criminal and civil 
rights lawyer, and William Green, former president of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
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Rockefeller Names Negro To N. Y. Parole Board 
A 31-year-old Buffalo lawyer, Frank L. Caldwell, an 
assistant Urban League industrial relations secretary, was 
named to the New York State Parole Board (at $17,400 a 
year) by Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. A Republican, Cald- 
well replaces Democrat Herbert B. Evans, also a Negro, 
appointed by ex-Gov. Averell Harriman last year. 


Negroes Serve For First Time On Jury In Monroe, La. 

In Monroe, La., two Negroes, Willie Taylor and Davis 
Williams, sat on a jury which convicted a white man of 
a minor crime and became the first Negroes in state his- 
tory to serve in such a capacity. 


Charge Ala. Vote Officials Quit To Avoid Trial 

Charges that two county registrars resigned their posts 
to avoid U. S. civil rights action against denial of Negro 
voting in Alabama came from U. S. Atty. Joseph M. Ryan 
Jr. In a civil rights suit trial before a Federal judge in 
Montgomery, Ryan identified the registrars as Grady 
Rogers and E. P. Livingston, and said they were proper 
defendants in the case. 


Yesterday In Nevro History 
March 9, 1956—Amanda Aldridge, daughter of the 
famous Shakespearean actor, Ira Aldridge, died in 
London on the eve of her 90th birthday. 
March 10, 1950-—-Ten Negroes sued the University of 
Delaware in Wilmington, 
seeking an injunction 
against the University’s ban 
on Negroes and _ $50,000 
damages. 
March 12, 1955—Fed. Dist. 
Judge Walter Hoffman of 
Norfolk, Va., barred the 
leasing of a Virginia state 
park to a private operator, 
ruling that the action could 
be discriminatory to Ne- ee 
groes. Miss Aldridge 
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Confidential: Here’s the hottest political news. The 
fifth Negro Congressman may show in 1960, and he 
might come from Chicago’s South Side. As a result of 
the page boy fiasco, Windy City Dems are demanding 
the scalp of 76-year-old Barratt O’Hara, and plan to 
replace him with a Negro . . . It’s being whispered that 
Ike has really become a captive of the Dixie crowd. The 
reason is that Alabama-bred Gen. Wilton Persons, who 
replaced Sherman Adams as the topkick, has vetoed 
aggressive actions in the school desegregation area, and 
even bars Negro VIPs from seeing the Chief Executive 
... The unemployment problem among U. S. Negroes 
remains critical, despite the lack of stories. The issue is 
causing more concern than civil rights . . . There prob- 
ably won’t be any Negroes in the final 12-man team 
picked to make the first space jaunt. Of the original 
110 men, Pentagon brass say that only one or two were 
Negroes. The odds are against them... No Negro 
artists are messed up in the probe of the racket-infested 
side of labor, according to counsel Robert Kennedy. He 
says few Negroes have been involved in any of the sit- 
uations probed by his committee. 
oe ok *” 
Late Arrival: The reason Labor Dept. 
aide Roberta Church was a half hour 
late for the NAACP’s 50th anniversary 
service in New York. She was one of 
those shaken up in a train wreck, is 
credited with calming many of the 
frightened passengers. 
* * 
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Roberta Church Man of the Week: For the past months, 
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The} Washington lawyer Frank Reeves concentrated on 
he} NAACP law suits in Virginia and other parts of the 
| of} South. He won the cases, but lost a lot of his law busi- 
ing} ness. Says Reeves: “I guess that’s the price of free- 
to dom.” 
+ * co 
The} Capitol Headlines: Look for Rep. Charles Diggs, first 
yho} Negro on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, to urge 
bed greater aid to dark-skinned peoples. He’ll shortly visit 
ind} Africa and Asia . . . Thalia Thomas, the GOP staffer, 
quits March 6. There’ll be no immediate replace- 
oes ment ... Check the Civil Service Commission for 
p is Federal jobs opening up. The Navy is advertising for 
ob- specialists, and there are exams skedded for photog- 
am raphers, nurses and recreation directors, among others 
nal ... Fortune magazine staffers are compiling statistics 
ere| on the Negro in the labor field, while Esquire is at work 
2T0 on a profile of Adam Powell. 

* 

on Flag Designer: One of the men working on the new 
sit- U. S. flag is Frank H. Alston Jr., an Army illustrator- 
designer. A painter in private life, his 
works have been shown in many cities 
and are included in private collections 


pt. of VIPs like Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 
yur a Te 


Y! From the Notebook: Visiting in the 


plush, tropical sunshine of Haiti (with 
he ex-Chicago surgeon U.S. Grant Dailey) 
| are the E. B. Hendersons of Falls 
Church,. Va. 





—SIMEON BOOKER Frank Reeves 




















Negro Trio Beaten Outside Of La. Catholic Church 

In Marrero, La., three Negroes said they were beaten 
with fists, black jacks, pistols and a tire tool by about 15 
whites who objected to their sitting in front pews at St. 
Joseph The Worker church during a 9 a.m. Mass. James 
Jackson, 19, and his brother Lionel, 18, were treated for 
lacerations about the head. A third Negro, O’Neal Dumas, 
35, complained of a pain in his side at Charity Hospital. 
Meanwhile, Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel of New Orleans 
in a prepared statement expressed shock, regret, grief, 
and disapproval of the incident. Two unidentified whites 
were arrested in connection with the fight. 


Levittown Pro-Negro Cleric Quits Under Pressure 

A white Congregational minister, who spoke for a Negro 
family when their moving into all-white Levittown, Pa., 
touched off a nine-day riot, said outside pressures and 
refusal of his church board to back his stand forced him 
to resign. Rev. Fred Manthey Jr. said the Board of Home 
Missions was reluctant to pay for an advertisement in a 
local newspaper favoring integration. 





Wi Crowning Touch: Cele- 
brating the successful 
close of a joint WIGS, 
Inc.-Ebony subscription 
drive, president, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Barry, crowns high- 
est fund-raiser, Mrs. 
Rowena Gordon, “Miss Eb- 
ony” in Cleveland. Drive 
netted $3,028, benefited 
Forest City Hospital. 
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Negro Priest Urges Catholics To Convert Negroes 

A Negro Catholic priest, Father Rollins Lambert of 
Chicago, urged the Catholic church to seek converts 
among America’s 12,500,000 non-Catholic Negroes. In a 
speech at the Notre Dame University symposium on 
Immigration and American Catholicism, Father Lambert 
said: “The day is arriving when the catholicity of the 
church in America will be evidenced not only by its 
diverse nationalities, but by numerous dark-skinned 
members as well.” Father Lambert, himself a convert, said 
the conversion of many Negroes was being blocked by 
white Catholics who offer no encouragement or induce- 
ment ... and even rebuff prospective converts because 
of racial prejudice. 


Ind. Cleric Denied Shoe Shine In Barber Shop 

An Evansville, Ind., minister, accused of disturbing the 
peace, counter charged that he was discriminated against 
when he tried to get a shoe shine in a barber shop. The 
Rev. Charles King said he entered the barber shop to talk 
with a member of his congregation, who was employed 
as a porter there, attempted to have his shoes shined dur- 
ing the conversation, and was told he couldn’t get a shine 
because of his color. When he protested, the proprietor, 
Forest Emory, called the police, who, according to Rev. 
King, carried him bodily from the building. 


Churches Pledge Fight To End Housing Bias 

The National Council of Churches unanimously adopted 
a resolution pledging its 38 million Protestant members in 
America to work vigorously to wipe eut racial and religious 
discrimination in housing. The resolution urged churches 
“to sign and make public covenants which permit open 
occupancy of neighborhood housing.” 


Lackawanna, N. Y., Church Gets Ist Negro Pastor 

A Negro minister, the Rev. E. Rudolph Obey, was ap- 
pointed associate pastor of Bethel Church in Lackawanna, 
N. Y., and became the first colored pastor of a Presby- 
terian church in western New York. 
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| FOREIGN NEWS _ 


Squeezes Tomato, Woman Starts London Market Riot 

Five hundred whites and Negroes battled each other for 
40 minutes at a London market before eight wagon loads 
of policemen broke up the melee, which reportedly started 
after a West Indian woman squeezed a tomato to see if 
it was over-ripe. When the white woman stall owner asked 
her to stop handling the food, an argument resulted dur- 
ing which both women traded blows. They soon were 
joined by others until the entire market place became the 
scene of a battle royal. 


Britain’s Queen OK’s Ist Negro Court PR Man 

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II has approved the appoint- 
ment of Buckingham Palace’s first Negro press agent to 
handle news matters during the Ghana visit next fall. 
The man, to be named soon, will be from Ghana and will 
probably live at Buckingham Palace. Esmond Butler, the 
Queen’s permanent assistant press secretary, said it will 
be the first time a Negro will hold the post. 








W Philanthropic 
Satch: Named an 
honorary member 
of U. S. ex-heavy- 
weight contender 
Al Hoosman’s (r.) 
“Brown Baby” wel- 
fare organization 
in Munich, Ger- 
many, for donating 
1,000 marks ($240), 
jazz veteran Louis 
Armstrong 
acknowledges the 
honor while hold- 
ing one of his little 
beneficiaries. 
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Wi At Gandhi’s Tomb: 
Paying homage to In- 
dia’s beloved propo- 
nent of non-violent 
resistance, America’s 
counterpart of the de- 
ceased, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. (r.), 
places wreath at the 
great Mahatma Gan- 
dhi’s tomb in Delhi. 
He is aided by his wife 
and Dr. Lawrence 
Reddick of Alabama 
State College. 





Arrest 500 African Leaders In S. Rhodesia 

A mass arrest of approximately 500 leaders of the 
African National Congress in Southern Rhodesia, follow- 
ing the outlawing of the organization to curb spreading 
violent uprisings, was announced by Prime Minister Sir 
Edgar Whitehead in Salisbury. Commenting on the move, 
Dr. Hastings Banda, president of the Congress branch in 
neighboring Nyasaland, said: “They stop nothing by ar- 
resting me. Nyasaland is now awake. Whether I am dead, 
alive or in jail, Nyasaland is aware.” 


Britain Urges Nigeria-South Cameroons Merger 

A merger of the northern British Cameroons with 
Nigeria and a self-determining election by the people 
of the southern French Cameroons, was urged before 
the UN Trusteeship Committee in New York by British 
delegate, Sir Andrew Cohen. The move was backed by 
African representatives of both Cameroons. 


British Use Planes To End Central African Riot 

In an effort to end a five-day riot, British troops opened 
fire and air force planes dropped tear gas bombs on a 
crowd of Africans in Lilongwe, Nyasaland. 
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Ex-Hubby Wants To Remarry Model Cordie King 
Indianapolis business- 
man Marion H. Stuart re- 
vealed plans to remarry his 
divorced wife, fashion mod- 
el Cordie King, after being 
asked about reports of a 
reconciliation. Stuart, a 
moving and storage firm 
his dil operator who charged his 
Cordie King Stuart wife with “cruel and in- 
human treatment” when he filed for divorce last Septem- 
ber, said “everything is all right now. I don’t want to 
hurt her any more.” Miss King has “no comment” on the 
remarriage plans. 
Woman Tries To Shoot Lover Who Dropped Her 
Shoving a pistol in her lover’s stomach and pulling the 
trigger three times, 34-year-old Mrs. Francis Lovely was 
arrested and charged with attempted murder after the 
gun failed to fire in New Orleans. Mrs. Lovely told police 
she left her husband and family for the affections of Leroy 
Stewart, 33, but Stewart later rejected her. She added she 
was sorry the gun did not fire. 


FRIBPLIVPAELALELELEBLLLLELLELALLELE LOLOL ELELELELEBLLOL EOIN 


MEMPHIS WHITE WOMAN ADMITS 


A 31-year-old white Memphis waitress, Mrs. Martha E. 
Lang, admitted to police, last week, she paid a Negro $3 
to $5 per date to make love to her. She explained she 
had been intimate with fellow motel employee George 
Blanchard, 20, several times since January because she 
wanted to embarrass her husband. The amorous arrange- 
ment had worked perfectly until police stopped Blanchard 
for driving Mrs. Lang’s car without lights, and found her 
hiding on the floor of the car. 

The case was sensational enough to pack 500 persons— 
mostly women of both races—into a Memphis courtroom 
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Jealous Hubby Kills Wife, Sister-In-Law After Spat 


An unemployed Chicago painter, Henry Z. Brown Jr., 
27, fatally shot his wife, Amanda, 24, and sister-in-law, 
waitress Elzina Brown, 26, after accusing his wife of rid- 
ing to work with another man. Brown, father of his wife’s 
four children, told police his wife’s sister called him a 
“jealous fool” during the quarrel. When he tried to make 
a phone call, Brown said he found his sister-in-law talk- 
ing on an extension. Later, when she returned to her 
room, Brown fired a shotgun blast through the door, en- 
tered and fired about four more shots at her. Brown ad- 
mitted he shot his wife with a revolver when she tried tc 
take the shotgun from him. 


Baltimore Man Annuls Marriage To ‘Marry’ Wife 


A Baltimore man, Early S. Jones, was granted an an- 
nulment from his second wife, Pearl Jones, after court offi- 
cials revealed he had been the victim of an illegal divorce 
mill and obtained an invalid divorce from his first wife, 
Daisy Bell Germany of Detroit. The officials discovered 
Jones’ divorce was signed by a non-existing judge at a 
hearing in a West Virginia courtroom that also did not 
exist. Jones said he intends to remarry his second wife 
as soon as he obtains a legal divorce from his first and is 
legally free to remarry. 

SHE PAID NEGRO $5 FOR DATES 

(capacity: 150) and adjoining corridors. But the case 
was disposed of in four minutes with no testimony, other 
than mumbled admissions of guilt from both defendants. 

Result: Blanchard was fined $255 ($102 for traffic viola- 
tions) on charges of disorderly conduct, soliciting and 
prostitution, then held for state trial. Robert Washing- 
ton, a 70-year-old Negro who rented the couple a room, 
was fined $51 for operating a disorderly house. Mrs. Lang, 
a stunning brunet, was fined $153 and released under $500 
bond pending grand jury disposal of a state law dealing 
with sexual misconduct. 
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Ex-Hubby Wants To Remarry Model Cordie King 
Indianapolis business- 
man Marion H. Stuart re- 
vealed plans to remarry his 
divorced wife, fashion mod- 
el Cordie King, after being 
asked about reports of a 
reconciliation. Stuart, a 
moving and storage firm 
fi » ll operator who charged his 
Cordie King Stuart wife with “cruel and in- 
human treatment” when he filed for divorce last Septem- 
ber, said “everything is all right now. I don’t want to 
hurt her any more.” Miss King has “no comment” on the 
remarriage plans. 
Woman Tries To Shoot Lover Who Dropped Her 
Shoving a pistol in her lover’s stomach and pulling the 
trigger three times, 34-year-old Mrs. Francis Lovely was 
arrested and charged with attempted murder after the 
gun failed to fire in New Orleans. Mrs. Lovely told police 
she left her husband and family for the affections of Leroy 
Stewart, 33, but Stewart later rejected her. She added she 
was sorry the gun did not fire. 
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MEMPHIS WHITE WOMAN ADMITS 
A 31-year-old white Memphis waitress, Mrs. Martha E. 
Lang, admitted to police, last week, she paid a Negro $3 
to $5 per date to make love to her. She explained she 
had been intimate with fellow motel employee George 
Blanchard, 20, several times since January because she 
wanted to embarrass her husband. The amorous arrange- 
ment had worked perfectly until police stopped Blanchard 
for driving Mrs. Lang’s car without lights, and found her 
hiding on the floor of the car. 
The case was sensational enough to pack 500 persons— 
mostly women of both races—into a Memphis courtroom 
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Jealous Hubby Kills Wife, Sister-In-Law After Spat 


An unemployed Chicago painter, Henry Z. Brown Jr., 
27, fatally shot his wife, Amanda, 24, and sister-in-law, 
waitress Elzina Brown, 26, after accusing his wife of rid- 
ing to work with another man. Brown, father of his wife’s 
four children, told police his wife’s sister called him a 
“jealous fool” during the quarrel. When he tried to make 
a phone call, Brown said he found his sister-in-law talk- 
ing on an extension. Later, when she returned to her 
room, Brown fired a shotgun blast through the door, en- 
tered and fired about four more shots at her. Brown ad- 
mitted he shot his wife with a revolver when she tried to 
take the shotgun from him. 


Baltimore Man Annuls Marriage To ‘Marry’ Wife 


A Baltimore man, Early S. Jones, was granted an an- 
nulment from his second wife, Pearl Jones, after court offi- 
cials revealed he had been the victim of an illegal divorce 
mill and obtained an invalid divorce from his first wife, 
Daisy Bell Germany of Detroit. The officials discovered 
Jones’ divorce was signed by a non-existing judge at a 
hearing in a West Virginia courtroom that also did not 
exist. Jones said he intends to remarry his second wife 
as soon as he obtains a legal divorce from his first and is 
legally free to remarry. 
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SHE PAID NEGRO $5 FOR DATES 
(capacity: 150) and adjoining corridors. But the case 
was disposed of in four minutes with no testimony, other 
than mumbled admissions of guilt from both defendants. 

Result: Blanchard was fined $255 ($102 for traffic viola- 
tions) on charges of disorderly conduct, soliciting and 
prostitution, then held for state trial. Robert Washing- 
ton, a 70-year-old Negro who rented the couple a room, 
was fined $51 for operating a disorderly house. Mrs. Lang, 
a stunning brunet, was fined $153 and released under $500 
bond pending grand jury disposal of a state law dealing 
with sexual misconduct. 
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Betty Granger’s Marriage Hit By Legal Suits 

The six-month marriage of 
New York socialite Betty 
Granger and 29-year-old Wen- 
dell Reid was under fire in two 
separate courts last week as 
the couple sought sunny soli- 
tude in Kingston, Jamaica, 
BWI. In the Family Court di- 
vision of Domestic Relations 
Court, the clerk’s office issued 
a warrant for Wendell Reid 
after his former wife com- 
plained that he was falling be- 
Mr. and Mrs. Reid hind in his $50-a-month ali- 
mony payment for the couple’s daughter, Kaydell, 1. 
Meanwhile, Judge Vincent Lupiano in the Supreme Court 
ordered a personal examination and appearance of Betty 
and her new spouse and another order against Reid for 
expenses for his wife’s counsel fees and costs in another 
Supreme Court action. In addition, action is pending 
waiting a calendar call on the divorced Mrs. Reid’s suit 
for a declaratory judgment seeking to have the Mexican 
marriage of the popular society figure and her new hus- 
band voided. Meanwhile, New York Age Gen. Mgr. Rick 
McGuire said: “Judging by her sudden departure, she has 
voluntarily severed her relationship with us.” 


Protest OK Of Pre-Marital Sex, Intermarriage 

A medical publication which condoned pre-marital sex 
relations and interracial marriages caused a storm of 
protest in London, where church officials insisted it en- 
couraged free love. Writing in the British Medical Asso. 
Journal, Dr. Kenneth Little declared: “There is no scien- 
tific evidence whatsoever that racial intermarriage causes 
any ill effects to the children... .” In another article, Dr. 
Eustace Chesser wrote: “In my opinion the coming to- 
gether of two people on the sexual plane... without 
marriage is immoral unless it be the expression of a deep 
and lasting genuine relationship.” 
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Rejected Suitor Slays Waitress, Minister 

A 31-year-old Chicagoan, Theodore Robinson, who once 
received a four-year prison sentence for the manslaughter 
of his 18-month-old son, shot to death his ex-sweetheart, 
waitress Flossie Ward, 30, and accidentally killed a min- 
ister, Rev. Elmer Clemons, 36, as he passed the shooting 
site. Robinson was arrested and charged with murder. 
Police said Robinson became angry after Miss Ward re- 
fused to again become his common-law wife. 


Stabs Sweetie To Make Sure She’ll Be Back 

After nearly killing his girl friend, Miss Jean Knox, 31, 
by stabbing her with a butcher knife for “fooling around,” 
32-year-old Robert Roy Richardson surrendered to Los 
Angeles police explaining, “if you hurt ’em real bad, they 
always come back.” 


Nabbed In Parked Car, White Woman, Negro Fined 

In New Orleans, a white woman, Mrs. Billie Kortvely, 
30, and her Negro friend, Raymond Isles, 21, were fined 
$10 each after police found them together in a parked car 
and booked them on a charge of vagrancy by loitering. 





W Tiny Triumph For 
Arch: After his second 
baby was born in a San 
Diego, Calif., hospital, 
light heavyweight boxing 
champion Archie Moore 
visits his wife, Joan, and 
daughter, Joan Marie, 
who weighed in at 6 
pounds, 2 ounces. The 
couple has another 
daughter, Rena Marie, 2. 




















| BUSINESS / 


N. J. Church Credit Union Has Loaned $1 Million 

The Credit Union of the First Baptist Church of Cran- 
ford, N. J., has loaned its 187 members nearly $1 million 
since it was organized 15 years ago, Rev. Benjamin W. P. 
Allen, pastor and founder, announced. Dividends of more 
than $2,000 was paid to the 152 shareholders at the union’s 
annual dinner meeting at Hotel Essex House. 


White Bandits Rob Chicago Housing Mgr. Of $7,000 

Forced to lie on the floor with his two secretaries, the 
Negro manager of a private Chicago housing development 
was robbed of approximately $7,000 in monthly rental re- 
ceipts by two armed white bandits. Clarence Edwards, 
public relations director and collection agent for the 908- 
unit Princeton Park Homes, said the bandits scooped all 
of the money out of the safe and escaped in a car driven 
by a third man. 








W From Janitor To 
Executive: After 
working for past 
dozen years as jan- 
itor of the People’s 
Life Insurance Co. 
in New Orleans, 
Hernando B. Walk- 
er gets acquainted 
with duties of exec- 
utive after his elec- 
tion to the Board 
of Directors. Walk- 
er was willed stock 
by late board mem- 
bers who were im- 
pressed with the 
quality of his main- 
tenance work. 
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Born prematurely 
with one of her blood 
vessels left open, four- 
pound, three-ounce 
Robbin Ridgeway of 
Cheswold, Md., was 
believed to be the 
smallest and young- 
est patient to ever 
survive heart surgery. 
The daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl Ridge- 
way, two month-old 
Robbin could hardly 
breathe and eat, lost 
weight down to three 
pounds, 10 and % 
ounces when medics 
at Philadphia’s St. 
Christopher Hospital decided to risk surgery. Performed 
by a seven man surgical team, the operation closed off 
the duct which was funnelling blood back into the lungs 
instead of the rest of the body. After reporting that 
Robbin was recovering, Dr. W. N. McBane revealed “the 
operation isn’t rare for a child four or five years old, but 
we never heard of a baby surviving one.” 


Expert Ties Pregnancy Abnormalities To Status 
The abnormalities during pregnancy that may cause 
children to be born with cerebral palsy, epilepsy, mental 
deficiency, behaviour disorders or reading disabilities have 
direct linkage to socio-economic conditions, says Dr. 
Benjamin Pasamanick, Ohio State University psychi- 
atrist. Because of this, abnormalities during pregnancy 
are much higher among Negro and poor white women. 
The mother’s insufficient diet or other pregnancy prob- 
lems—such as disease—may cause stillbirth or disability. 
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Los Angeles Picture: Despite the cheery news bulletins 
that employment is on the upswing in Los Angeles (up 
2.4 per cent) the unemployment picture is an unpleas- 
ant one according to the Urban League’s Vocational 
Services Sec. Ezell R. Brown. There are, he states, 146,- 
000 persons out of work, a whopping increase of 23.5 
per cent over this time last year. Here’s why: more 
persons are pouring into Los Angeles than the labor 
market can absorb. In one month a check showed ar- 
rivals of 271,682 out-of-state autos, not to mention those 
who came by other transportation, or the steady-in- 
pouring each month of 1,700 Negroes. Nobody knows 
where they go, but it’s a safe bet they don’t readily find 
jobs because most of them only have marginal skills. 
ok * cS 

Names Make News Dept. Wiley Branton, Little Rock 
NAACP attorney, in town to be honored by his brother, 
Leo Branton and the Democratic Minority Conference 

. Singer Loray White (Mrs. Sammy Davis Jr.) is fil- 
ing for her unemployment compensation after 13 
months with no job .. . Bill Watkins (of the Watkins 
Hotel) signed swing organist Chariie Ross for another 
year business was so good... Rev. 
Clarence Cobbs, is spending a leisurely 
vacation, won’t be back with his Chi- 
cago congregation: until Palm Sunday. 

* ok oa 

Hollywood Newsreel: The search is on 
at 20th Century-Fox for the right girl 
to play Cleopatra, and she might be 
Eartha Kitt . . . Another search: Au- 





W. Branton thor-screen writer William Bradford 
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Huie (of Emmett Till note) is looking for just-the-right- 
type Negro girl to portray Ruby McCollum in an up- 
coming Broadway play. Light-skinned girls need not 
apply . Universal-International began shooting last 
week on its forthcoming $6,000,000 production of Spar- 
ticus, the Roman story with a slave angle, starring Kirk 
Douglas and with a fat role for Woody Strode. His big 
scene: As a slave, he is forced to fight an arena battle 
with other slaves. Instead, he attacks the Romans in 
the grandstands . . . Ross Hunter, genial producer of 
Imitation Of Life, which is due on the screen this 
month, was so sensitive about the maid role played by 
Juanita Moore he personally escorted her to Bullocks to 
pick out all her gowns so she “would look like some- 
thing more than an ordinary maid.” 

* x ae 
Sacramento Memo: California Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) 
Brown scheduled the Negro press as his luncheon guests 
on March 6 for the first time “to discuss mutual im- 
portant matters.”’ He sent personally-dictated letters of 
invitation over his signature. 

x * * 
Record Row: Capitol Record’s young man with a bright 
future is Ed Townsend, an ex-Arkansas lad, whose first 
album, New In Town is going great guns. He’s a bari- 
tone with a wide range and a satin-smooth voice that’s 
tailor-made for the ladies . Another big one for 
Capitol is Donna Hightower’s Take One. It’s her first, 
and it might go over as large as the 3 
big one that made Dakota Staton . 
Nice affair: the cocktail party Colum- 
bia Records tossed for Erroll Garner at 
the Crescendo to welcome him to 
Southern California. Meanwhile, his 
troupe became the first jazz outfit to 
play on the Navajo Reservation at 
Window Rock, Ariz., and the braves 


loved it—Ep CLAYTON E. Garner 

































| EDUCATION | 


Ask La. Governor To Stop New Jim Crow College 

A petition, signed by 3,500 Negroes and urging scuttling 
of plans to build a New Orleans branch of Southern Uni- 
versity, was received by Gov. Earl Long, who said he would 
leave the matter up to the State Legislature. The peti- 
tioners asked that the money be used to expand Louisiana 
State University, now integrated by court order, because 
a new Negro college would perpetuate segregation. The 
college is already under construction. 


Hits Teacher, Indiana Youth Gets Year In Jail, Fine 

A 17-year-old Gary, Ind., boy was given a year in jail 
and a $570 fine for fracturing the jaw of a teacher who 
ejected him from a school basketball game. John L. Pat- 
terson, who quit Roosevelt High when he was 16, was 
charged with disorderly conduct, public intoxication, and 
assault on Ernest Bennett, 38. Judge A. Martin Katz called 
the act “brutal and unwarranted,” and said Patterson 
acted like “an animal in the jungle.” 


Baltimore School Official Says Mixing Can Work 

Negro and white students can attend school together 
successfully and “develop positive, friendly, effective re- 
lationships,” according to Baltimore school superintend- 
ent, Dr. John A. Fisher, who spoke before an adult eve- 
ning class at Atlanta’s Emory University. Dr. Fisher also 
said children can be taught effectively by teachers who 
are not members of their own race because “teaching 
competence is not related to race but to the teacher’s 
personality, education, cultural background and ability 
to understand young people.” 


Harvard Gets ‘Raceless’ $50,000 For Dixie Students 

An anonymous donor gave Harvard University $50,000 
to aid deserving southern students, white or Negro, who 
might not otherwise be able to attend college. The gift 
was given with the stipulation that no preference be given 
any student on a racial basis, and that the giver remain 
anonymous. 
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WEnters Page 
School: Although 
denied a House 
page job after he 
moved to Washing- 
ton, D. C., under 
false belief that he 
had been ap- 
pointed, James 
Johnson Jr., 14, of 
Chicago, registers 
for the Capitol Page 
School with the 
Principal Henry 
DeKeyser. 








Fire Destroys ROTC Barracks At Southern University 
Fire totally destroyed an old barracks that served as 
headquarters for the Southern University ROTC Regiment 
on the Baton Rouge, La., campus. Origin of the fire was 
not determined but university officials estimated that the 
loss would exceed $125,000. 
Negroes Seek Admission To White Ala. Trade School 
An undisclosed number of Negroes have attempted to 
enroll at the State Vocationel School in Mobile, Ala., 
where only white students have been admitted in the past, 
according to State School Supt. Frank R. Stewart. 


North Carolina Negroes Boycott Grade School 

Only five of 337 students attended classes at the Hol- 
lister, N. C., Negro grade school and parents announced 
they would keep their children home until a date is set 
for the building of a new school. The protest came in 
the wake of a recent boycott of Negro schools by Haliwa 
Indians living in the area. In January the state began 
supporting the private school the Indians had been op- 
erating. 
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MW Tax-Paid ‘Privacy’: Undismayed that the 1,044 white 
students of integrated Warren County High School in 
Front Royal, Va., are boycotting, six of 22 Negroes who 
are attending the $264,000 school receive almost private 
instruction in typing. Legal loophole may yet close school. 
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Northwestern U. Prexy Keeps Hands Off Jim Crow 

A Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.) student 
government proposal to withdraw university recognition 
from Jim Crow campus organizations was rejected by 
NU President J. Roscoe Miller. Replying to the proposal, 
Dr. Miller said that “members of each fraternity are the 
proper ones to determine who shall or shall not be elected 
to membership.” He added, however, that he hoped dis- 
crimination on the campus will continue to decline. 


Say Whites, Negroes Equally Fond Of Dirty Jokes 

The proportion of sexual and obscene jokes told by white 
and Negro students is approximately the same, sociology 
professors Russell Middleton of Florida State University 
and John Moland of Florida A&M University announced, 
following a study at the two Tallahassee schools. Both 
scholars, however, found that white students told sig- 
nificantly more “cruelty” jokes than Negroes. 
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Coed Tours Europe With Mixed Cast 

For theater buffs in Europe, the advent this week 
of the Drama Guild of the Wilsc:: Branch of the 
Chicago City College System will have a significant 
lure: it will mark the first time they have viewed 
a performance of an integrated group of college 
Thespians. 

And in the case of pretty Indianapolis-born guild 
member Myra Harris, 22 (see cover), the trans- 
oceanic hop fulfills a dream. “Since I was six I’ve 
wanted to act, and since I was 11, I’ve drooled over 
the prospect of going to Europe.” 

The confidence of the Defense Dept. and the 
American Educational Theatre Assoc. in the group 
was materially expressed when they designated 
them to present You Can’t Take It With You to 
Army bases and civilian audiences in France, Ger- 
many and Italy for sev- 
en expenses-paid weeks. 

Still, Myra Harris has 
reasons of her own for 
the honor. “I think col- 
lege acting is improving. 
People not in college now 
are beginning to develop 
an appreciation for good 
theater and race is not 
entering the picture.” 

Under the direction of 
Virginia-born and Lon- 
don-educated Herbert 
Adrian Rehner (whom 
guilders have dubbed 
“Reb” for rebel), the 
group has pioneered in 
integrated casting, with 


five Negroes in the tour- Myra (with John Saunders) 
rg pe — : in Taming Of The Shrew. 
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COLLISION OF THE WEEK. Near Boyce, La., 
& = = two motorists were injured when their cars, 
traveling in opposite directions on a state highway while 
hugging the center line, collided head-on at a curve. The 
motorists: Bernie, 28, and Mathew Mitchell, 36, brothers. 


LOAN OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, after taking 
= $2 = $115 at shotgun point from florist Carl Keller, 
50, an intruder asked for the merchant’s business card, 
with the promise to return the money “as soon as I’m back 
to work.” He then pocketed the card and loot and fled. 


RESCUER OF THE WEEK. In Baltimore, after 

~ = = spotting a cat in a dangerous position on a third- 

story window sill, 17-year-old Samuel A. Jones set off a 

fire alarm, which rushed eight fire trucks and 40 firemen 

to the scene. Reason: the fire-fighters thought the alarm 
was meant for a nearby hospital. 


DOUBLE TRAGEDY OF THE WEEK. In Green- 
= =< ville, Miss., John A. Haney was charged with 
reckless driving after ramming the rear of a parked car. 
Owner of the rammed vehicle: the local sheriff, who was 
investigating a car wreck. 


BOO BOO OF THE WEEK. In Norfolk, Va., a 
=== concealed weapons charge against stevedore 
Allen Jones was dismissed after redfaced police officers 
testified they later discovered that the “weapon” Jones 
had carried was a cap pistol. 


DREAMER OF THE WEEK. In Los Angeles, 
= ==" Clyde McCall, 21, said he dreamed he was enter- 
ing his grandmother’s house, where a meal of fried 
chicken and cookies awaited him, when a woman’s scream 
awakened him and police arrested him for burglary. 
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Dr. Amon Nikoi, UN delegate from Ghana, on the relation- 
ship between American Negroes and Africans: “You Ne- 
groes here in America are regarded by us at home as just 
being in temporary exile.” 

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Schulze, executive secretary of the 
Lutheran Human Relations Assoc. of America, indicating 
there must be a change in attitude toward minorities: “It 
is no longer a thing of expediency or wisdom; it is a must.” 


Father Theodore Hesburgh, president of the University of 
Notre Dame and member of the U. S. Civil Rights Com- 
mission: “Unless we can carry out the principles of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights at home, we have no right 
to profess world leadership abroad.” 


Hulan E. Jack, Manhattan Borough president, hailing de- 
cisions on civil rights: “Neither ‘Faubusism’ nor ‘Almond- 
ism’ belongs in the same category with Americanism.” 


Rev. K. L. Buford, acting president of the Tuskegee (Ala.) 
Civic Assoc., telling why he leads boycott of the town’s 
white merchants: “J don’t like to walk in a store and be 
called ‘George.’ How in the devil do they know what my 
name is? If they don’t know, let them say ‘how do you 
do.” 


Dave Brubeck, the jazz pianist, telling why he cancels 
Dixie engagements rather than fire his Negro bassist: 
“If they paid me $1,000,000 they couldn’t 
get me to drop Gene because he’s a Negro. 
You can’t buy self-respect.” 


Thurgood Marshall, chief legal counsel 
for the NAACP, addressing the Temple 
Israel Sisterhood in Boston: “Certainly 
the body of the octopus of prejudice is in 
the South, but the tentacles spread out 
all over.” 
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MGM 
Wi Beatnik Beat: Ecstatic over sounds of trumpeter Louis 
(Satchmo) Armstrong, actress Vampira, with her pet 
white mouse, stomps out a frenzied beatnik beat in scene 
from forthcoming MGM movie, The Beat Generation. 
Satch is teamed with Mamie Van Doren, Steve Cochran. 
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up 
bi Prize Potato: Seemingly unruffled by the fact that his 
strange burden resembles feet of a science fiction monster 
from outer space, a boy in Oturkpo, Nigeria, is hard- 
pressed to Keep his grip as he displays the prize-winning 
oddest shaped yam at a local agricultural show. 
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Clarence Pennywell Jr. 

1 Bald Bombshell: A sudden success after she shaved her 

head and changed her name in a take-off on actor Yul 

Brynner, singer Jewel Brynner, backed by Wee Walkin’ 

Willie’s combo, breaks attendance records at Pittsburgh’s 
Hi-Top Lounge with explosive rhythm and blues routine. 
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David Jackson 
# Jonah And The Wail: As Porky Panico mimics his 
famed wailing version of tune, On The Street Where 
You Live, trumpeter Jonah Jones (r.) and Chicago disc 
jockey Mal Bellaires lend an approving ear to song Jones 
made famous. Jonah is appearing at London House. 
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Lacey Crawford 
W Heft In Orbit: Unloosening his hips in an uninhibited 
shake routine, Donald Moore of the Ray Martin Dancers 
regales party-goers at The Drifters, Inc., annual dance in 
Chicago. The dancer was part of an “Outer Space” floor 
show staged as theme of affair 
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4AT Beautiful brunette Consuelo 
Howard conte an entrance at the Hallion’s dance in Dee 
Cee’s Presidential Arms grand ballroom that natives won’t 
forget for many a season. She was stunning in an ostrich 
bordered, smoke-tint chiffon, and on her arm swung an 
old green umbrella she forgot to check .. . Eyes at the 
recent Alpha Kappa Alpha regional in Kansas City, Mo., 
were upon Sgt. Lillian Strange, a teacher at Los Angeles’ 
Police Academy, whose measurements top those of Mari- 
lyn Monroe and Jayne Mansfield. 





W Bons Vivants: Pausing during swank cocktail buffet 
they gave for 200 friends at New Orleans’ French Quarter, 
insurance exec Jesse Cook gifts wife, Celestine, with 
orchid. At right, Atlanta medic’s wife, Mrs. P. Q. Yancey, 
gives intense attention to bereted artist sketching guest. 











































WLuncheon 
Tribute: Hon- 
rich | ored at a testi- 
monial luncheon 
the for her civic en- 
Mo.. deavors, Mrs. Ce- 
ples’ | celia Cabaniss 
‘ari. | Saunders, for 33 
years executive 
director of the 
Harlem Branch 
YWCA, gets or- 
e chid from Mrs. 
vith | alconita Flood. 
Miss Margaret 
Webster smiles 
approval. 




























TRAVELOGUE Executive Director Russell Pearman 
writes from Bermuda that the guest of honor at his 
traditional Leopards Club Thursday night supper (during 
Easter week) will be Canadian millionaire and member 
Peter Marshall who arrives each year for a three-month 
holiday on the “Isle of Lilies.” Another member in good 
standing is New York’s Walter B. Chrysler Jr. . . . Pretty 
Del Rio Stanley (she’s Mrs. Frank L. Stanley Jr., of the 
Louisville Defender clan) sets a high standard for charm 
on the Dee Cee social front, where she is establishing 
residence . . . Consular officer James Parker and his wife 
recently arrived in their native Baltimore from a post in 
Lagos, Nigeria, are being widely feted before they take off 
for his new assignment in Barcelona, Spain. 
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RK REVORT Willie Galimere, the swift Chicago Bears 
star, who is slated to join the sales staff of Kist Baking 
Co., has his fingers crossed for another son. His wife dates 
the stork in Tallahassee this month .. . Cleveland’s young- 
est and loveliest real estate broker, Betty Guy, shops for 
pink garments in an attempt to influence the stork’s 
choice for a May gift to her husband, Carlings Beer 
representative Grant Guy. They have an eight-year-old 
junior ... Dr. Matilda L. Davis and Dr. Robert M. Cunning- 
ham of Elizabeth, N. J., both 1951 grads of the Howard 
University Medical School, are celebrating the arrival of 
their third child and second son, William Emory Cunning- 
ham III. 


Wi Judge’s Fare: Hosting party in New York for Judge and 
Mrs. Keith Gordon (c.) of West Indies Supreme Court, 
Mrs. Charlene Wiliams spoons buffet delicacies for jurist 
as co-hostess, Mrs. Constance Augustine (r.), helps Mrs. 
Gordon. West Indian newsmen were also feted. 
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"i Wife Accepts: Re- 
ceiving awardof 
merit from Atty. 
Charles Lane, pres- 
ident of Cook Coun- 
ty Bar Assoc., Mrs. 
Lorraine Green, 
wife of Chicago 
Judge Wendell E. 
Green, accepts 
plaque for her ail- 
ing husband. Judge 
Abraham Marovitz 
(c.) spoke at instal- 
lation banquet. 





TA : NIf ° e 
( INE Down Miami way, wealthy hotel owner 


Evelyn Boggs Evans (she’s the mother of St. Louis’ Dr. 
Roy Boggs) met a Yankee playboy who bragged he “had 
seen everything and wasn’t impressed by any of it”... 
Hearts and Flowers well might have been the theme song 
when Angeleno Greta Cooper removed her schoolmate 
Charles Toney from the stag line, and Dee Cee’s Marjorie 
Beck did “likewise” to Paul Strother of Bowie, Md... . 
Howard University law student Weston Diggs (he’s a 
cousin to Detroit’s Cong. Charles Diggs), and Howard 
grad (’58) Jeanne Parnell of Brooklyn are a palpitating 
duo... Since her picture appeared in the Ebony feature, 
“City Of Single Women,” bachelor girl Thelma Elmore has 
received 25 proposals from all sections of the nation. 
Nevertheless, she weds Lt. Russell H. Gordon, March 28 at 
Dee Cee’s Berean Baptist Church. 
rl« rly th 

STORY OF THE WEEK Commented a white woman 
at the Inaugural Ball of Gov. J. Howard Edmondson in 
Oklahoma City, as she watched scores of Negro guests 
dancing: “This ball is the most democratic I’ve ever at- 
tended, and I don’t mean Democratic Party!” 
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* How “shocked” Chicago church matrons packing the 
~Joe Smith sex trial were invited to leave the court- 
room “if they had tender ears” while the 64-year-old 
Smith told of his conversation with 34-year-old ad- 
mitted prostitute Shirley Nelson. When not a single 
lady budged, Smith, who was later exonerated by the 
jury, still wouldn’t talk because he was “embarrassed.” 


Kk How Indianapolis police are pulling “Blue Law” raids 

“on dry sepia night spots along Indiana Ave. However, 
instead of searching for bootleg liquor, club owners 
say the biased cops are seeking to “bust” playboys 
caught with some of the blonde chicks who travel the 
“After-dark Circuit.” 


oe The late-night rendezvous plans of 19-year-old Ernest 
Johnson in a girls dormitory room closet at Winston- 
Salem (N. C.) Teachers College that backfired when 
three unsuspecting coeds uncovered his hiding place. 
Admitting to police he was the man in the closet, 
Johnson said he had been invited to the room, but 
the occupant didn’t concur. 


ic TE delay in the Baltimore marriage ceremony of sing- 

ing star Lavern Baker and comedian Slappy White. 
LaBaker had difficulty removing a huge dinner ring 
from her third finger left hand to make room for the 
wedding band! 


.). The daughter of a prominent Columbus, Ohio, Baptist 
“minister who appealed to the police to stop her boy 
friend from molesting her in public. The fact of the 
matter is that she had been given the brush off by 
her lover and the complaint to police was an attempt 
to even the score with him. 
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TALKING ABOUT 


PRSSSPGO SPS LE LPPSS LILES PPSP ESTE STEP OAT TTS y J 


s-The sometimes pompous, always righteous New York 

* minister who’s sweating out a charge by one of his 
most regular church members that she is about to de- 
liver his child. She has already asked his superiors to 
order the pastor to admit paternity. 


ap. The “lightning-never-strikes-twice” attitude of a wealthy 
“Memphis nitery owner, whose youthful girl friend 
ripped his stomach apart with bullets in 1957 following 
an argument in her home. Undaunted (and healed), 
the man is back at his old bailiwick—with the belle. 


s- That Baltimore matron who hollered for police when 

**her husband beat her in the mouth then attempted to 
prevent the arrest when the peace officers arrived. Re- 
sult: the woman is being charged with attempting to 
bribe the officers (with $5) to make them “drop the 
whole thing.” 


The sun glass-wearing, mink-clad beauty who met Joe 
Louis at the Houston airport and whisked him away in 
her Fleetwood Cadillac, as white folk crowded outside 
the airport entrance and gazed on with awe. Also in 
the convoy was lightweight Champ Joe Brown in his 
1959 Imperial convertible, and Alfred Angle, Houston 
sportsman, driving his Eldorado Cadillac. 


>The fight at that Houston school where an educator 
Slapped his assistant and the two had a knock-down- 
drag-out brawl. After they cooled off, both urged the 
staff to keep quiet about the incident, but the news 
spread over the city like wildfire. 


sk The way some socialites in the Germantown section 
of Philly are still paying off debts incurred by trying 
to keep up with the Joneses at the Christmas cotillion, 
a Philadelphia “must” social function. 
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* How “shocked” Chicago church matrons packing the 
Joe Smith sex trial were invited to leave the court- 
room “if they had tender ears” while the 64-year-old 
Smith told of his conversation with 34-year-old ad- 
mitted prostitute Shirley Nelson. When not a single 
lady budged, Smith, who was later exonerated by the 
jury, still wouldn’t talk because he was “embarrassed.” 





sj. How Indianapolis police are pulling “Blue Law” raids 

on dry sepia night spots along Indiana Ave. However, 
instead of searching for bootleg liquor, club owners 
say the biased cops are seeking to “bust” playboys 
caught with some of the blonde chicks who travel the 
“After-dark Circuit.” 


sf The late-night rendezvous plans of 19-year-old Ernest 
Johnson in a girls dormitory room closet at Winston- 
Salem (N. C.) Teachers College that backfired when 
three unsuspecting coeds uncovered his hiding place. 
Admitting to police he was the man in the closet, 
Johnson said he had been invited to the room, but 
the occupant didn’t concur. 


The delay in the Baltimore marriage ceremony of sing- 

‘“ing star Lavern Baker and comedian Slappy White. 
LaBaker had difficulty removing a huge dinner ring 
from her third finger left hand to make room for the 
wedding band! 


«sp. The daughter of a prominent Columbus, Ohio, Baptist 

“minister who appealed to the police to stop her boy 
friend from molesting her in public. The fact of the 
matter is that she had been given the brush off by 
her lover and the complaint to police was an attempt 
to even the score with him. 
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>The sometimes pompous, always righteous New York 
minister who’s sweating out a charge by one of his 
most regular church members that she is about to de- 
liver his child. She has already asked his superiors to 
order the pastor to admit paternity. 


* The “lightning-never-strikes-twice” attitude of a wealthy 
Memphis nitery owner, whose youthful girl friend 
ripped his stomach apart with bullets in 1957 following 
an argument in her home. Undaunted (and healed), 
the man is back at his old bailiwick—with the belle. 


> That Baltimore matron who hollered for police when 
her husband beat her in the mouth then attempted to 
prevent the arrest when the peace officers arrived. Re- 
sult: the woman is being charged with attempting to 
bribe the officers (with $5) to make them “drop the 
whole thing.” 


>The sun glass-wearing, mink-clad beauty who met Joe 
Louis at the Houston airport and whisked him away in 
her Fleetwood Cadillac, as white folk crowded outside 
the airport entrance and gazed on with awe. Also in 
the convoy was lightweight Champ Joe Brown in his 
1959 Imperial convertible, and Alfred Angle, Houston 
sportsman, driving his Eldorado Cadillac. 


skThe fight at that Houston school where an educator 
slapped his assistant and the two had a knock-down- 
drag-out brawl. After they cooled off, both urged the 
staff to keep quiet about the incident, but the news 
spread over the city like wildfire. 


sk The way some socialites in the Germantown section 
of Philly are still paying off debts incurred by trying 
to keep up with the Joneses at the Christmas cotillion, 
a Philadelphia “must” social function. 
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CRIME | 


Faubus Reports Crackdown On Mixed Party 

Arkansas Gov. Orval E. Faubus announced state police 
smashed a racially-mixed sex and narcotics party alleged- 
ly held by two Little Rock Negro men and involving more 
than a dozen Negro and white boys and girls. Faubus said 
the girls were as young as 16 years old and that some of 
the white youths came from “very prominent families.” 
C. W. Tracy, who led the crackdown, said several of the 
white girls admitted having sexual relationships with Ne- 
groes. The two adults, Robert Charles Carlos, 23, and 
Bertie Bennett, 29, were booked for narcotics. 


Jail 2 Georgians In ‘Human Torch’ Murder 

In Millen, Ga., two men who allegedly doused a third 
man with kerosene then set him afire were jailed on 
charges of murder. Eddie Hargrove and Nelson Sapp were 
arrested for the slaying of Spurgen Davis in what Police 
Chief J. S. Wilson called “the most brutal murder I have 
ever encountered.” 


N. C. Man Fined $17 For Shooting Down Eagle 

A 41-year-old ~ailroad worker, Elmer Watkins, was fined 
$17 in Durham, N. C., for illegally shooting to death a bald 
eagle, but North Carolina College officials promised to pay 
his fine after the judge gave them the bird, which had a 
seven-and-a-half-foot wingspan, to stuff as a mascot for 
their athletic teams nicknamed “Eagles.” 








Can’t Stand Toothache, Kills Self 

A 23-year-old Knoxville, Tenn., man, Other Wal- 
lace, killed himself with a 16-gauge shotgun, because 
he had a toothache and was unable to stand the 
pain, according to Sheriff Deputy John Bright. The 
young man, who lived with his minister uncle, was 
found by a second cousin, David Miller, 14, just after 
he had put the gun to his chest and pulled the 
trigger with his big toe. 
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Nab Detroit Man For Flunking Army Test 

Suspicious after Cara Woods Jr., 22, scored only 
two points out of a possible 100 on an Army induction 
intelligence test, Army officials asked the FBI to 
investigate. A subsequent check of Wood’s record at 
Parker High School in Birmingham revealed he took 
20 courses, received 15 A’s and five B’s, and that he 
had a C average while a student at Wayne State 
University. When he was arrested and charged with 
interfering with the Selective Service Act, Woods 
pleaded innocent. 











Teen Slayer Suspects Laugh, Mothers Weep At Trial 
Four alleged members of New York’s “Mau Mau” teen 
gang smiled and waved to their friends in court while 
their mothers wept as they faced homicide charges in the 
fatal shooting of another teen-ager outside a Brooklyn 
penny arcade. Police said the murder was committed in 
retaliation for the recent beating of a “Mau Mau” mem- 
ber. The victim was identified as Anthony Lavanchino. 


6 Memphis Youths Convicted Of Raping Housewife 

Six of 14 Negro youths charged with raping a Negro 
housewife in Memphis last July were found guilty and 
sentenced to prison terms ranging from 10 to 25 years 
each. Three others were found not guilty. Cases against 
five others were dropped after the victim said she could 
not identify them positively as being members of the gang 
which assaulted her near a church and again in a public 
rest room. 


N. C. Maid Cleared In Compensation Case 

A Monroe, N. C., hotel maid and mother of five who 
accused « white railroad engineer of kicking her down a 
flight of stairs last month, was cleared of charges that 
she earned $4 while signing up for unemployment com- 
pensation in February, 1957. Mrs. Georgia Davis White, 
29, was served with a warrant the same day she swore 
out a warrant for her alleged attacker. 


45 











Wi Saved By George: In Detroit Traffic Court to answer 
charges of traffic violations, a bevy of defendants hear 
Police Dept. officials dismiss cases. Catch: police sum- 
moned offenders, forgetting Washington’s Birthday was 
holiday and court wasn’t to be in session. 





Signs Sheriffs’ Names On Checks, Fla. Man Sought 

A Clearwater, Fla., man with an affinity for forging 
names of prominent people on bad checks, became the 
target of a statewide pclice hunt after he allegedly used 
the names of two sheriffs and that of an attorney for his 
bogus operation. Frazier Alfred Floyd, 37, a former con- 
vict, made purchases or part-payments on goods and re- 
ceived the remainder of the amount on the checks in cash. 


Nab Detroit Welfare Worker For Robbing Clients 

After admitting that financial difficulties caused him to 
steal $389 from at least four of his welfare clients, Leon 
S. Gaines Jr., 27, a resource consultant of the Detroit 
Welfare Dept., pleaded guilty to larceny by conversion and 
obtaining money under false pretenses. Gaines’ conspir- 
acy was discovered after he was slated for promotion and 
a new case worker took over his former clients. 


Beat Son To Death, Miss. Mother Gets 18 Years 

In Columbus, Miss., Mrs. Varna T. Burr of Kolola was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison for beating her nine-year- 
old son to death with an iron poker. 
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THE WEEK'S CENSUS 





Died: 

Miss Alice V. Simms, 77, retired St. Louis schoolteacher 
and aunt of celebrated cartoonist E. Simms Campbell; of 
diseases incident to old age; at Cole Memorial Hospital in 
New York City .. . George A. Elmore, 54, Columbia, S.C., 
resident whose Federal suit opened the state primary to 
Negroes; of undisclosed causes; in Columbia . . . Mrs, Ol- 
lie M. Blount, 70, wife of Kansas City, Kans., physician, 
Dr. William M. Blount; of diseases incident to old age; 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Florence Robbins... 
Mrs. Kathryn H. Cooper, 51, Oklahoma City music teach- 
er; of a heart condition; at her home... Mrs. Ollie 
Lewis, 69, last Negro land owner in Lancaster, Wis., settle- 
ment founded in 1848 by freed slaves; of diseases incident 


to old age; at her home. 


Enoe P. Waters Jr. Resigns From Chicago Defender 

Enoc P. Waters Jr., 49, executive editor of the Chicago 
Daily Defender for the past seven years, resigned effective 
April 1, after serving 24 years with the newspaper chain. 
Waters, who formerly served as war correspondent and 
managing editor of the Defender Publications, said he 
quit because “I felt it was time for a change.” 


Says Ala. News Editors Boycotted Bus Boycott 

Southern newspapers, radio and television stations boy- 
cotted stories on the Birmingham bus boycott, a white 
television news director charged in Quill, a magazine for 
journalists. Charging that editors “got together with 
someone in higher circles and decided . . . no news is good 
news,” James Atkins of WBRC-TV added that “Negro 
leaders are amused because the news blackout is giving 
them a chance to get the boycott off to its slow start.” 
Explained Rev. F. L. Shuttlesworth, bus protest leader: 
“We never tried a boycott like they had in Montgomery. 
The people are just voluntarily staying off (the busses) 
until the matter is settled in Federal court.” 
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Elston Howard Ousts Yogi As No. 1 Yank Catcher 

After five years Elston Howard finally replaced Yogi 
Berra as the No. 1 catcher of the New York Yankees. “Yogi 
was the greatest catcher I ever saw,” said Howard, “and 
he still is . . . he taught me a great deal about catching.” 
Last year Howard began to loosen Berra’s stranglehold be- 
hind the plate. He caught 67 games to Yogi’s 88. This 
year he hopes to catch at least 100. When Howard catches, 
Yogi will be switched to the outfield, and Elston will re- 
turn to the outfield when Berra catches. 


Althea Gibson Defeats Chilean Champ 

Althea Gibson, Wimbledon and U. S. women’s tennis 
champion, defeated Chile’s champion Carmen Ibarra, 6-1, 
1-6 and 6-0, in Santiago, Chile, while thousands of cheer- 
ing fans watched and hundreds more waited outside the 
packed stadium. Miss Gibson is on a State Dept. tennis 
tour of South America. 





WA First Try: 
Taking throw at 
first base, con- 
verted outfielder 
Larry Doby tries 
out at new po- 
sition in the 
Cleveland 
Indians _ spring 
training camp 
at Tuscon, Ariz., 
as Coach Red 
Kress analyzes 
his form. Doby 
says he'll play 
wherever 
Indians’ Mer. Joe 
Gordon says. 
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W Star Cager: Receiving 
trophy from Central Inter- 
collegiate Athletic Assoc. 
president, Dr. Thomas H. 
Henderson, to honor his se- 
lection on the all-CIAA 
team is North Carolina 
A. & T. College guard Joe 
Howell. He led the Aggies 
to their second straight 
tournament championship 
by scoring 32 points in a 
95-74 win over Virginia 
Union at Durham. 





Kentucky State Appoints Sam Taylor Grid Coach 

A 30-year coaching veteran, Samuel Taylor, 60, was ap- 
pointed head football coach at Kentucky State College 
and an assistant professor in the department of business 
administration. Taylor, who left a football coaching post 
at Bluefield (W. Va.) State College, will also coach basket- 
ball and track. 


Name Oscar Robertson ‘Player Of The Year’ 

Cincinnati’s Oscar Robertson was named “Player of the 
Year” on the All-American Basketball team announced by 
The Sporting News, which also named Kansas State’s Bob 
Boozer to its first team. 


Hank Aaron Signs $40,000 Milwaukee Brave Contract 

Milwaukee Braves outfielder Hank Aaron signed his 
1959 baseball contract for an estimated $40,000. His 
team’s top hitter, Aaron poled 30 homers, batted in 95 
runs and hit .326 last year. 
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Bobby Boyd Loses Twice; Trainer Killed, Suffers KO 
Middleweight 
Bobby Boyd, 
fighting without 
the services of 
his trainer, 
Sedgwick Har- 
vey, 48, who was 
shot to death 12 
hours earlier in 
a family quar- 
rel, was TKO’d 
by third-ranked 
Ellsworth (Spi- 
der) Webb in 
the first round 
at Chicago Sta- 
dium. Said 
Webb after the 
fight: ‘‘I’ve 
reached my 
Webb floors Boyd in first round. peak. I’d sure 
like a shot at Sugar Ray.” Said Boyd’s manager, Bernard 
Glickman: “He’s an unhappy boy. Everything’s been 
going against him through no fault of his own.” 
Name John Thomas AAU ‘Outstanding Athlete’ 
John Thomas, the 17-year-old Boston University fresh- 
man who recently set a new world’s high jump record of 
7 feet 1% inches, was named the “outstanding athlete” 
in the National AAU championships at New York’s Madi- 
son Square Garden. 
Prentice Gautt Named To All-American Academic 11 
Oklahoma University’s great junior fullback, Prentice 
Gautt, who led his team in ground gaining, copped a berth 
on the all-Big Eight Conference team and starred in the 
Orange Bowl game, was named to the “All-American Aca- 
demic Eleven” by the American People’s Encyclopedia. 
Majoring in biological education, Gautt has a B-minus 
scholastic average. 
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Private Oregon School Names Ex-Gridder To Faculty 

Exclusive Catlin-Gable School, a private school in Port- 
land, Ore., hired Emmett Williams, 33-year-old graduate 
of the University of Oregon, as director of physical educa- 
tion. He is also an electronics engineer. 


Cal. College Spurns Biased La. Bowl Bid 

An offer to play in the New Orleans Sugar Bowl basket- 
ball tournament was rejected by St. Mary’s College in 
Moraga, Calif., because it was told only white players 
would be welcome. Coach Jim Weaver, whose Gaels team 
has two Negro members and expects several more next 
season, said the “discriminatory bid” was hardly worth a 
reply, although a formal rejection was sent back. 


Ollie Matson Traded To L. A. Rams For 9 Players 

Chicago Cardinal halfback Ollie Matson was sent to the 
Los Angeles Rams in exchange for nine players in one of 
the biggest player trades in National Football League his- 
tory. The Rams gave up five first-string veterans—includ- 
ing tackles Frank Fuller and Ken Panfil, and end Glenn 
Holtzman. The Rams also traded their current second, 
third and fourth deetaoin choices, and must give up a 
fourth player to the Cardinals before the beginning of the 
1959 season. Matson, 28, the Cards’ No. 1 draft choice in 
1952, gained 505 yards in 129 tries last season. His peak 
pro year came in 1956. 











Matson . ; . Panfil ... Fuller ... Holtzman. 
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3 THE WAY I SEE IT Ree 
¥ * By Roy Campanella Do 
zs. , fig] 
‘ J A man never knows the real impor- cus 
~~] tance of fighting juvenile delinquency N. 
until he has to stare it in the face. Da 
For years I’ve been lecturing in YMCAs, boys tet 
clubs and to kid groups about walking the my 
straight and narrow. When I was traveling with in’ 
the Dodgers, I’d take time off to talk to the kids wa: 
around the country. I got a personal kick out of ing 
meeting the youngsters. It helped keep me 
young. I’ve always had a lot of the little boy in N. 
me. Too, I felt I was making a contribution E 
towards solving a really serious problem in to | 
American life. ota 
Now, though, I have reason to re-examine the Th 
whole picture of JD. It’s not a very good feeling, pea 
either, but it’s a thing that’s got to be faced. A 
parent’s got to be extra careful, ever on guard in nt 
order to avoid the thing creeping into his own house. Fol 
If it does, he must fight it with every kind of weapon cov 
he can muster. Eu 
In lots of cases a kid can be straightened the 
out even after he jumps off the track. ‘Some- (.) 
where along the line maybe he loses his sense gro 
of values or he tries too hard to prove some- of 
thing. It’s up to the father and mother to help cie 
| the youngster make the right decision, then back bar 
him up all the way. fro} 
Fortunately, in one example of misdirection that cal 
I’m concerned with, I know what can be done. In anc 
the first place, the seriousness of the matter may pet 
have been distorted far out of proportion. When all Yo 
the facts are in and everything has been considered, mo 
it may be that the case is more smoke than fire. unc 





























Campy’s Entertainer Son, 15, Nabbed In eee 

The 15-year-old singer son of paralyzed Los Angeles 
Dodger coach Roy Campanella was found guilty of fist 
fighting, paroled to his parents’ custody, then later ac- 
cused of breaking in and taking $1,100 from Flushing, 
N. Y., drug store last February with a pal, George Delmos. 
David Campanella, leader of the Del-Chords singing quin- 
tet, was freed under $3,500 bail. Said his father: “He’s 
my boy and I'll stick by him.” Campanella, who arrived 
in Vero Beach, Fla., last week to begin his coaching duties, 
was expected to return home March 11 for his son’s hear- 
ing in Children’s Court. 


N. J. Actor To Produce ‘God’s Trombones’ On TV 
Harold Scott, 23, Orange, N. J., actor, has been signed 
to direct and produce a half-hour TV presentation of ex- 
cerpts from God’s Trombones, by James Weldon Johnson. 
The show, to be included in the CBS Sunday morning 
series, Look Up And Live, will be seen April 5. 





W Banned Band: 
Following the dis- 
covery that bassist 
Eugene Wright of 
the Dave Brubeck 
(1.) Quartet is a Ne- 
gro, the University 
of Georgia Jazz So- 
ciety at Athens 
banned the group 
from a _ scheduled 
campus appear- 
ance. Brubeck, ap- 
pearing in New 
York, called the 
move “ridiculous, 
unconstitutional.” 































SAMMY AND FRANKIE FEUDING 


The nation was buzzing last week with reports of a feud 
between Sammy Davis Jr. and his good friend Frank 
Sinatra. It resulted from statements made in a radio in- 
terview broadcast from Chicago’s swank Chez Paree by 
disk jockey Jack Eigen. Sinatra reportedly cancelled Davis 
from two motion pictures he is slated to produce. Here are 
excerpts from Sammy’s radio interview: 

ROSES AND BRICKBATS 

SAMMY—Talent is not an excuse for bad manners. I 
love Frank, but there are many things he does that there 
is no excuse for... 

I don’t care if you are the most talented person in the 
world. It does not give you a right to step on people and 
treat them rotten. This is what he does occasionally. 
SOMETIMES ALOOF 

JACK—Why is it that . . . most stars when they finally 
make the big time forget how to be humble? 

SAMMY—tThey stop being hungry .. . You don’t care 
whether a guy asks for your autograph or not. I’ve been 
with the Sinatras, the (Dean) Martins, all the top stars. 
I always stop... 

In the case of Sinatra, whom I idolize, he can do no 
wrong .. . I look at Frank and I think it’s absolutely in- 
excusable ... They (autograph seekers) smile when he 
does it to them . 

One night they were playing his intro (introduction) at 
the Copa (Copacabana in New York) .. . when a woman 
started to applaud. I asked Buddy Hackett why she was 
applauding and he said: 

“She just hopes he shows up.” 

FRANK’S LIKE THAT 

JACK—It’s so typical of Frank’s way. I saw Frank the 
last time I was in Las Vegas . . . He was opening at the 
Tropicana. Frank walked out... and he cracked: 

“You didn’t think I’d make it.” 

He stood there and did a great show. And then he said: 

“Now don’t forget, I’ll be here five weeks. Wanna bet?” 
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OVER CHICAGO RADIO INTERVIEW 


He didn’t come back after the third day. 

It’s gotten to the point where (they) are unhappy to 
book him because they never know whether he’s going 
to show up. 

TREMENDOUS TALENT 

SAMMY—The whole thing of it is that Frank has a tre- 
mendous talent. I don’t think anyone is allowed that par- 
ticular privilege of abusing the position the public has 
put him in. 

But I do feel that Frank is such a complex personality 
and such a basically honest guy . . . Even when he does 
something wrong he does it with a kind of an honesty that 
is so... just... just outstanding. 

There are many times when I’ll be sitting with a group 
of friends . . . Somebody from across the room will go: 

“Hey! Sam! Come here!” 

JACK—It’s murder. 

’M DIFFERENT 

SAMMY—I go over and I'll sign the autograph or what- 
ever it is. 

Now if they yell at 
Frank like this, he 
takes a chair and 
throws it over there. 
You know. You can 
hear it coming. And 
he takes just one leg 
and Wow! 

It’s wrong. Agreed. 
I’m not sanctioning it. 
But you got to respect 
him for his honesty. 
Because on top of the 
things that I hear him 
do bad, I’ve seen him 
do 90-thousand things 
that are fantastic. 






Once bosom buddies, Frankie and 
Sammy no longer see eye-to-eye. 
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Sinatra A Complex, Honest Guy, Says Sammy 


(Davis then related that when actor Tim Moore, who 
played Kingfish on TV, died penniless recently, Sinatra 
gathered celebrities together to help pay for the funeral. 
Davis added that this was only one of a hundred such 
incidents he could mention that the newspapers had 
never written about.) 

FRANK NOT HAPPY 

JACK—I was wondering, Sammy ... Is this guy happy 
at all? 

SAMMY— No! No! Frank is not a happy guy. 

JACK—What is it, a wife missing there, you think? 

SAMMY—I think most important, Jack ... the one 
thing he misses dearly is his family. He loves his children 
dearly. The relationship that he has with his wife is one 
that is very pleasant. 

It is fantastic that in the last year particularly ... 
Frank has cooled down considerably with his—shall we 
say—his non-performing activities. 

WORKS CONSTANTLY 

He sits at home and works constantly. 

The man works constantly for one reason. He doesn’t 
want time enough to sit and think quietly. 

He’s not a happy man. I think Frank is probably the 
most violently prolific man in our business. 

If he does a bad show, it is either because he is loaded 
or he’s got a bad voice. But he won’t do a bad show be- 
cause, you know, “Well, I just don’t feel like it.” 


Hire 11 N. Y. Negro Musicians After Bias Charges 

Eleven Negro musicians were hired by New York 
orchestras following discrimination charges by the Urban 
League, Officials of the organization announced. Named 
among the orchestras were: the New York Philharmonic, 
the Symphony of the Air, Radio City Music Hall and 
several pit orchestras—including the Firestone and Bell 
YVelephone Hours, and the shows: A Party On The Town, 
Whoop-Up and Music Man. 
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Recovering from a concussion 
suffered in an auto smash-up in 
Vienna, Austria, celebrated bass- 
player Oscar Pettiford missed the 
greatest “set” of his career. 
Staged especially for his benefit, 
the show was held at New York’s 
Birdland to help pay the injured 
musician’s $3,000 medical bill. 

Such stars as Hank Jones, Art 
Farmer, Mary Lou Williams, 
Gerry Mulligan, Duke Ellington 
and Martha Raye joined fans in 
paying tribute (at $2 a head) by 
dropping their donations at the 


Raise $1,500 For Oscar Pettiford Ae N. bee Bonet 





It took 30 stitches to close 
Oscar’s head wound. 





door, then kept on to the stage to jam until the wee hours. 
The gig netted only $1,500, but Larry Douglass, Pettiford’s 
manager, said other donations will swell the fund. Said 
Douglass: “What hurt Oscar most was missing the great- 
est jam session of all time.’’ Meanwhile, from Vienna, 
where he had been touring with his band, Pettiford wired 


his thanks to Birdland. 





efit’s stars included Steve Allen, Illinois Jacquet, Redd Forr, 
Babs Gonzales, Dizzy Gillespie and James Moody (r.). 
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RELATIVES FIGHT FOR MONEY LEFT BY PARKER 


FAMED MUSICIAN DIED A PAUPER; 
By MARC CRAWFORD and DALE WRIGHT 

Just four years ago, Charles Christopher Parker, alto 
saxophonist and the “messiah of modern jazz,” died a 
pauper in New York and was buried at the expense of a 
friend. But today, his mother, his two sons and the four 
women, who in their turns were his wives, are embroiled 
in a court suit to claim all or part of the reported $100,000 
(and still-growing) royalties Parker’s recordings and 
writings have earned. 

They called him Bird and nobody remembers nor seems 
to know why, but Moses would have fitted him better. 
For irrespective of the instrument, the chubby-fingered 
little man led the children of jazz into the glory of a new 
musical dawn. And probably no young jazz musician who 
has achieved stature in the last 15 years has done so with- 
out the Bird’s matchless tonal, rhythmic, melodic and 
harmonic influence. 

He came from Kansas City and at 15 had switched from 
baritone to alto horn, turned from the straight and nar- 
row to drink and drugs. His dope habit put a 40-pound 
monkey on his back—a monkey that was to ride him 
harder than the fabled “Four Horsemen of the Apoca- 
lypse,”’ all the tortured days of his life. On March 12, 1958, 
as he sat laughing at a television juggler in the apartment 








Charlie Parker's wives (l-r.), Rebecca Davis, Geraldine Scott, 
Doris Sydnor and Chan Richardson, never defamed his name. 
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ESTATE NOW WORTH $100,000 


of jazz patron Baroness Nica Rothschild de Koenigs- 
warter, the Bird coughed violently, then died at 35. Lobar 
pneumonia, the record said, but his friends insisted he had 
abused himself to death. Yet, even then, the legend of him 
was almost full blown. 

And even now, east of Kansas City’s Kaw River, near 
which he was born, and west of New York’s East River, 
not far from where he died, a lot of Bird still lives in 
the lives of the four women he touched. The first of these 
was Rebecca, whom he married in Kansas City in 1936 
when he was just 15. She was 16, and bore him a son, Leon, 
in 1938. But Bird left her, then divorced her in June, 1941, 
because “Charlie said he was going to become a great 
musician and he couldn’t have a wife and family to hold 
him back. He used to make me watch him take dope, 
would lock me in the room. I told his mother and she 
took a gun and started 
to kill him because she 
said she’d rather see him 
dead than on dope. He 
wasn’t a cruel man, 
though. We parted ami- 
cably, but {i still loved 
him, he was such a nice 
man. I have withdrawn 
from the suit now that 
Leon is 21, but I hope he 
gets his due.” 

The second of these 
women was Geraldine 
Scott Parker, a Washing- 
ton, D. C., waitress and 
parole violator for whom 
authorities are looking, 


even now. Bird married : , 
Charlie Parker influenced many 
her in 1943 and lived musical generations yet to come. 
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Bird’s Mother Fights For Rights Of Grandsons 


with her only a few months. The year of her marriage 
she was sentenced to a long term for heroin addiction. 
Arrested 17 times for grand larceny, forgery, theft and 
narcotics since 1937, she cannot be found to file a claim, 
and lawyers say she is the only legitimate wife and is 
entitled to one-third of the legacy. Yet, it seems she has 
no desire for money. For in a letter to Dizzy Gillespie, at 
the time of Bird’s death, she wrote: “You know me, Diz. 
I am only asking one special favor of you, to see that I 
get Bird’s horn. That’s what he had when I met him, 
along with the (heroin) habit. He gave the habit to me. 
Now, I want the horn.” 

In 1945, Bird married white, tall and svelte Doris Jo 
Sydnor in Juealepes, Mexico, but the general contention 
is that he did not bother to divorce Geraldine first. Doris 
held him in his green and fertile years and during the 
bad times, times when he “gigged” to feed the monkey 
on his back and no one else. “Then in 1950,” Doris recalls, 
“he left me for Chan Rich- 
ardson because I had given 
him all I had and wasn’t 
capable of supplying what- 
ever it was he needed. I 
would have done it again 
even if I knew it would 
turn out the same way. I’ve 
never stopped loving Bird 
and I believe he would 
want me to share in what 
he left,” Doris said. 

Chan Richardson was 
also tall, willowy and white, 
a New York model and 
sometime press agent who 
admits there was nothing 
legal about their marriage. 
But she bore Bird a daugh- 





Leon Parker says he wants to 
make his contribution in law. 
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ter, Patricia, who died in 
infancy, and a_ son, 
Charles Baird Parker, 
an alto player even at 
six. Chan insisted in her 
petition that she had re- 
ceived a “will” from 
Bird in the form of a 
Western Union telegram 
which named her sole 
beneficiary of all the 
musician possessed. But 
she said she lost the 
telegram and Western 
Union records had been 
destroyed. She quickly 
retired into the back- 
ground. Mrs. Addie Parker, Bird’s mother, 

A year later Doris filed thinks her son was murdered. 
a letter in New York Surrogate’s Court, seeking to be 
named administratrix to the Parker estate. But last 
month, Bird’s mother, Mrs. Addie Parker of Kansas City 
charged (in a petition) that Doris committed fraud be- 
cause her marriage (to Charlie) was invalid. Mrs. Parker 
asked to be named administratrix to assure the rights of 
her grandsons, Leon and Baird. 

Probably most confused of the litigants is Leon Parker, 
a pre-law student at Lincoln (Mo.) University and an 
Air Force veteran. Like all of the litigants, he has no 
anger and naturally wants anything due him. But he 
seemed more inclined to talk about the man who was his 
father than anything else. The antithesis of his fabled 
father, Leon, a non-smoker and non-drinker, said: “Even 














if he were not my father, I would have to say he was the 
greatest jazzman who ever lived. I was a child when I 
heard his Laura, but I understood everything he was 
saying. It was as if I had a built-in understanding. But 
I never wanted to be a professional musician because I 
feared I would never be accepted because of him. I only 
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Bird’s 15-Year Old Plays Like Him 


saw him twice in my life and was always sorry I could 
never be around him. I gave up trying to play alto at 
15.” 

Whatever the outcome of the court battle for the Bird’s 
estate, Bird, unlike most of the dead, can return again. 
For while Leon will not admit it, his mother Rebecca in- 
sists: “Leon not only walks, talks, smiles, eats like his 
father, when he plays the alto, his hands move with the 
same lightning, he plays with the same fire and has the 
same tenor sound.” 





Haiti Makes Katherine Dunham Honorary Citizen 
Cited for making Haitian folklore known throughout 
the world, famed American dancer Katherine Dunham 
was made an honorary citizen of the republic in Port-au- 
Prince. In addition, Miss Dunham, who is currently train- 
ing with the Bacoulou dance troupe, received the Haitian 
Order of Merit and Honor with the rank of commander. 


Lift Ban On Billy Daniels In N. Y. Night Clubs 

Singer Billy Daniels, barred from performing in New 
York night clubs after being involved in a shooting inci- 
dent in January, 1956, was given approval to again play 
the local circuit by the Police Dept.’s Cabaret Bureau in 
the Division of Licenses and the State Liquor Authority. 
The “Ol’ Black Magic man” is slated to make his return 
debut at the Copacabana nitery in mid-April. 


British Broadcasting Co. Bans Nat Cole Record 

Singer Nat King Cole’s current record hit, Madrid, was 
banned by the British Broadcasting Co. radio and TV out- 
lets (100 million listeners) because the network objected 
to the “jazzed-up” lyrics adapted to one of the songs from 
composer George Bizet’s opera Carmen. However, BBC 
did not ban the Carmen Jones lyrics from the airways, 
despite the fact it is a completely “jazzed-up” version of 
the entire opera. 


62 








pub! 
crus 
twee 
wait 
lem: 
kids 


Cha 
six-] 
sup) 
and 
Wit 
Geo 
fina 
the 


mis 
sig? 
Abe 
Div 


mai 
the 
his 

$15 
fur: 
anc 
ton 


as 
it- 
ed 
m 
3C 
1S, 
of 














A Mrs. Daisy Bates turned 
down dozens of offers from 
publishers to put her little 
crusading experiences be- 


tween book covers. She’s 
waiting until all legal prob- 
lems are settled and the 
kids are integrated. 


A Boston art shop owner 
Charles Harris was given a 
six-month jail term for non- 
support of his wife, Lucille, 
and their four children. 
Widow of the late Dr. 
George Corbin, Mrs. Harris 
financed the art shop from 
the $100,000 willed her. 


A Father Divine’s peace 
missions are decorated with 
signs that say: “Freedom— 
Abe Lincoln said it, Father 
Divine did it.” 


A Philadelphia business- 
man Ernest Harris bought 
the Chesterfield Hotel from 
his ex-father-in-law for 
$150,000. He’s giving the old 
furniture to needy families 
and replacing it with cus- 
tom-made equipment. 


A Singer Johnny Hartman 
is starring at the Astor 
Club, one of London’s top 
night clubs. 


A Although his fans know 
him around the country as 
Don Raphael, the cafe or- 
ganist becomes Ike Reid 
whenever he appears in 
Philadelphia, because that’s 
the name his hometown 
buddies know him by. 


A Wedding bells are about 
to ring for Harlem’s top 
bachelor cop, Eddie Cooper, 
and Rosalie Howard, a sec- 
retary for the Ford Founda- 
tion. 


A Since his marriage to 
Doris Gerlach, a_ white 
divorcee, Roy Talbot of 
Bermuda’s famed Talbot 
Brothers calypso singers is 
having double _ troubles. 
First, his brothers want to 
oust him from the group 
because of the union, and, 
secondly, his ex-wife, Made- 
line, is boiling mad at his 
failure to come across with 
alimony payments. 
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A Hollywood movie tycoon Sam Gold- 
wyn confides to friends that actor Sid- 
ney Poitier has more talent than any 
artist he’s ever handled and should be 
a cinch to win an Academy Award. 


A The Internal Revenue Service put a 
$12,000 lien on the $50,000 royalties that 
rock ’n’ roll singer Lloyd Price expects 
to get from his hit record Stagger Lee. 


A Fats Domino’s 10-year-old son, An- 
toine, signed a contract with Imperial 
Records, the firm for which his rock ’n’ 
roll dad works. They’ll record an album 
of songs Tony wrote. 


A Ex-jazz singer Joyce Bryant, now a 
religious evangelist, signed a contract 
with Aamco to record a religious album. 
She’ll donate half of the royalty money 
to the Seventh-Day Adventists. 


A Wedding bells are about to ring for 
Harlem socialite Patsy Bostic, junior ex- 
ecutive at New York’s swanky Lord & 
Taylor Dept. Store, and BOAC Airlines 
reservations supervisor George R. Ed- 
wards. 


A Jazz organist Fabulous Preston 
sought police protection from a jealous 
Baltimore girl friend who refused to 
take his “we’re through” as final and 
threatened his life. She also slashed his 
car tires. 


A Bandleader Noble Sissle’s ex-wife, 
Ethel, put a for sale sign on her Cali- 
fornia ranch. She’ll use the money to 
buy a guest house in upstate New York. 
—MAJOR RORINSON 
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EMM MOVIE OF THE WEEK BD 





“IMITATION 
OF LIFE’ 


Twenty-five years 
ago Universal Pic- 
tures released a 
film based on Fan- 
nie Hurst’s contro- 
versial, best-selling 
novel “Imitation Of 
Life,” and promptly 
set off a storm of 
conflicting com- 
ment on the pic- ‘ 
ture’s merits and Juanita Moore in “Imitation” 
the validity of its theme and characters. The 1959 version 
of this novel, just released, will also undoubtedly prove 




















to be one of the intensely discussed pictures of the year. 
On every level U-I’s handsome remake of “Imitation Of 
ife” is far superior to the original. The new version re- 
tains the basic plot of the novel with a number of changes, 
but it leaves practically intact the explosive secondary 
theme of a light-skinned colored girl rebelling against 
nforced assignment to the Negro world. 

In the original, Louise Beavers played the part of Aunt 
elilah and Fredi Washington was her fair daughter, 
Peola. Now, Aunt Delilah has been changed to simple, 
warm-hearted, generous Annie Johnson, played movingly 
by Juanita Moore. Her fair-skinned daughter is now called 
Sarah Jane, played by white Susan Kohner, but is just as 
esentful of her racial origins, and keeps running off to 
pass for white and deny her black mother. 

“Imitation Of Life,” 1959-style, is a mature attempt to in- 
terpret a delicate theme. Like its predecessor, this film 
Will be praised and criticized, but few will be able to deny 
at it is exceptional entertainment. 
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Mills Brothers Guest Star On Garry Moore Show _ 
The Mills Broth- jess 


ers, who have bkpuke 
maintained top hie band 
rating among the fina ha 
nation’s singing prle D 
groups for 33 years, os 
7 appear as guests P55) 
| ; a he on the Garry 

‘The Mills Brothers Moore Show (Tues- 
day, March 10, at 10 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. The show 
will originate live from Hollywood, where the popular 
group headlines at the Crescendo. Others scheduled to 
appear on radio and television this week include: l 7 


Chuck Berry, on American Bandstand (Thursday, March Sie 
5, at 4 p.m., EST) on ABC-TV. l 


Fats Domino, on American Bandstand (Friday, March 6, 
at 4p.m., EST) on ABC-TV. 


The Coasters, on the Dick Clark Shew (Saturday, March 
7, at 7:30 p.m., EST) on ABC-TV. 


Ella Fitzgerald, on the Dinah Shore Chevy Show (Sunday, 
March 8, at 9 p.m., EST) on NBC-TV. 


Duke Ellington, on the Patti Page Show (Monday, March 
9, at 10 p.m., EST) on ABC-TV. 
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is Mrs. Duke Ell 


For 60 years, Edna Ellington has 
been quietly bound * the legend 

f Duke Ellington. Schoolmate, 
hildhood sw etheart and wife, 
Edna is the virtually unknown 
Duchess who has lived a lifetime 
Duke's shadow. Separated from 
he bandleader for nearly 30 years, 
dna has shunned the public eye 
hile Duke has become an inter- 
tionally known figure. Read the 
Ving story in the March issue 
EBONY. 
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